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Note:  This booklist is based on student and faculty survey responses from last year and book suggestions from this 
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Title Author *A-I-C Summary 
Among the 

Hidden 
Margaret 

Peterson Haddix 
 

Genre: 
Science Fiction 

Dystopia 
 

A In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only 
two children, Luke, an illegal third child, has lived all his twelve years in 
isolation and fear on his family's farm in this start to the Shadow Children 
series.  Luke has never been to school. He's never had a birthday party, or gone 
to a friend's house for an overnight. In fact, Luke has never had a friend.  Luke is 
one of the shadow children, a third child forbidden by the Population Police.  
Then, one day Luke sees a girl's face in the window of a house where he knows 
two other children already live. Finally, he's met a shadow child like himself. Jen 
is willing to risk everything to come out of the shadows—does Luke dare to 
become involved in her dangerous plan? Can he afford not to? 
 

Animal Farm George Orwell 
 

Genre: 
Dystopian Satire 

C Manor Farm is like any other English farm, except for a troubled owner, Mr. 
Jones, incompetent workers, and oppressed animals. Fed up with the ignorance 
of their human masters, the animals rise up in rebellion and take over the farm. 
Led by intellectually superior pigs like Snowball and Napoleon, the animals 
show how to take charge of their destiny and remove the inequities of their 
lives. But as time passes, they realize that things aren't happening quite as 
expected. Animal Farm is, on one level, a simple story about barnyard animals. 
On a much deeper level, it is a savage political satire on corrupted ideals, 
misdirected revolutions and class conflict-themes as valid today as they were 
sixty years ago. 

Can I See 
 Your ID? 

 True Stories of 
False Identities 

Chris Barton 
 

Genre: 
Crime 

Nonfiction 
 

 
 
 

I 

True crime, desperation, fraud, and adventure: From the impoverished young 
woman who enchanted nineteenth-century British society as a faux Asian 
princess, to the sixteen-year-old boy who "stole" a subway train in 1993, to the 
lonely but clever Frank Abagnale of Catch Me if You Can fame, these ten 
vignettes offer riveting insight into mind-blowing masquerades. Graphic panels 
draw you into the exploits of these pretenders, and meticulously researched 
details keep you on the edge of your seat. With motivations that include 
survival, delusion, and plain, old-fashioned greed, the psychology of deception 
has never been so fascinating or so close at hand. 

 
Define Normal 

 

 
Julie Ann Peters 

 
Genre: 
Fiction 

 
     I 

This thoughtful, wry story is about two girls--a "punk" and a "priss"--who find 
themselves facing each other in a peer-counseling program and discover that they 
have some surprising things in common. When she agrees to meet with Jasmine as 
a peer counselor at their middle school, Antonia never dreams that this girl with the 
black lipstick and pierced eyebrow will end up helping her deal with the serious 
problems she faces at home and become a good friend. 

Devil’s 
Arithmetic, 

The 

Jane Yolen 
 

Genre: 
Historical 

Fiction 

I Hannah Stern, an American-born Jewish adolescent, is uninterested in the culture, 

faith and customs of her relatives; however, Hannah begins to revaluate her heritage 

when she has a supernatural experience that transports her back to a Nazi death camp 

in 1941. There, she meets a young girl named Rivkah a fellow captive in the camp. 

As Rivkah and Hannah struggle to survive in the face of daily atrocities, they form 

an unbreakable bond. 
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Diary of Anne 
Frank, The 

Anne Frank 
 

Genre: 
Autobiography 

I Discovered in the attic in which she spent the last years of her life, Anne Frank's 
remarkable diary has since become a world classic—a powerful reminder of the 
horrors of war and an eloquent testament to the human spirit. In 1942, with 
Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and her family fled their 
home in Amsterdam and went into hiding. In her diary, Anne Frank recorded 
vivid impressions of her experiences during this period. By turns thoughtful, 
moving, and amusing, her account offers a fascinating commentary on human 
courage and frailty and a compelling self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited 
young woman whose promise was tragically cut short. 
 

Escape from 
Mr. 

Lemoncello’s 
Library 

Chris 
Grabenstein 

 
Genre: 
Fiction 

A Kyle Keeley is the class clown and a huge fan of all games—board games, word 
games, and particularly video games. His hero, Luigi Lemoncello, the most 
notorious and creative gamemaker in the world, just so happens to be the 
genius behind the construction of the new town library. Lucky Kyle wins a 
coveted spot as one of twelve kids invited for an overnight sleepover in the 
library, hosted by Mr. Lemoncello and riddled with lots and lots of games. But 
when morning comes, the doors stay locked. Kyle and the other kids must solve 
every clue and figure out every secret puzzle to find the hidden escape route! 

 
Giver, The 

 

 
   Lois Lowry 

Genre: 
Sci Fi/ 

Dystopia 

 
I 

The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner, has become one of the most influential 
novels of our time. The haunting story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives 
in a seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of conformity and contentment. Not until he 
is given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin to understand 
the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile community. 

Hitchhiker’s 
Guide to the 

Galaxy, A 

Douglas Adams 
 

Genre: 
Science Fiction 

 

C Join Douglas Adams's hapless hero Arthur Dent as he travels the galaxy with his 
intrepid pal, Ford Prefect, getting into horrible messes and generally wreaking 
hilarious havoc. Dent is grabbed from Earth moments before a cosmic 
construction team obliterates the planet to build a freeway. You'll never read 
funnier science fiction; Adams is a master of intelligent satire, barbed wit, and 
comedic dialogue. The Hitchhiker's Guide is rich in comedic detail and thought-
provoking situations and stands up to multiple reads. 

Hoot Carl 
Hiaasen 

 

Genre: 
Fiction 

 

A Roy Eberhardt is the new kid--again. This time around it's Trace Middle School in 
humid Coconut Grove, Florida. But it's still the same old routine: table by himself at 
lunch, no real friends, and thick-headed bullies like Dana Matherson pushing him 
around. But if it wasn't for Dana Matherson mashing his face against the school bus 
window that one day, he might never have seen the tow-headed running boy. And 
if he had never seen the running boy, he might never have met tall, tough, bully-
beating Beatrice. And if he had never met Beatrice, he might never have discovered 
the burrowing owls living in the lot on the corner of East Oriole Avenue. And if he 
had never discovered the owls, he probably would have missed out on the 
adventure of a lifetime. Apparently, bullies do serve a greater purpose in the scope 
of the universe. Because if it wasn't for Dana Matherson.. 

Lord of the 
Flies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William Golding 
 

Genre: 
Fiction 

Allegory 
 

(Mature 
Themes) 

C William Golding's compelling story about a group of very ordinary small boys 
marooned on a coral island has become a modern classic. At first it seems as 
though it is all going to be great fun; but the fun before long becomes furious 
and life on the island turns into a nightmare of panic and death. As ordinary 
standards of behavior collapse, the whole world the boys know collapses with 
them—the world of cricket and homework and adventure stories—and another 
world is revealed beneath, primitive and terrible. Labeled a parable, an 
allegory, a myth, a morality tale, a parody, a political treatise, even a vision of 
the apocalypse, Lord of the Flies has established itself as a true classic. 
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Martian, The Andy Weir 
 
 

Genre: 
Science Fiction 

 
(Adult 

Language) 

I/C Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on 
Mars. Now, he's sure he'll be the first person to die there. After a dust storm nearly 
kills him and forces his crew to evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark finds 
himself stranded and completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that he’s 
alive―and even if he could get word out, his supplies would be gone long before a 
rescue could arrive. Chances are, though, he won't have time to starve to death. 
The damaged machinery, unforgiving environment, or plain-old "human error" are 
much more likely to kill him first. But Mark isn't ready to give up yet. Drawing on his 
ingenuity, his engineering skills―and a relentless, dogged refusal to quit―he 
steadfastly confronts one seemingly insurmountable obstacle after the next. Will 
his resourcefulness be enough to overcome the impossible odds against him? 

Only Game, 
The 

Mike Lupica 
 

Genre: 
Fiction 

A Jack Callahan is the star of his baseball team and seventh grade is supposed to 
be his year. Undefeated season. Records shattered. Little League World Series. 
The works. That is, until he up and quits.  Jack’s best friend Gus can’t 
understand how Jack could leave a game that means more to them than 
anything else. But Jack is done. Jack’s brother has passed away, and though his 
family and friends and the whole town of Walton thinks baseball is just the 
thing he needs to move on, Jack feels it’s anything but.  In comes Cassie 
Bennett, star softball player, and the only person who seems to think Jack 
shouldn’t play if he doesn’t want to. As Jack and Cassie’s friendship deepens, 
their circle expands to include Teddy, a guy who’s been bullied because of his 
weight.  Jack discovers sometimes it’s more than just the love of the game that 
keeps us moving forward—and he might just be able to find his way back 
to The Only Game, after all. 
 

Out of My 
Mind 

 
 
 
 
 

Sharon Draper 
 

Genre: 
Fiction 

 

I Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a 
photographic memory; she can remember every detail of everything she has 
ever experienced. She is smarter than most of the adults who try to diagnose 
her and smarter than her classmates in her integrated classroom—the very 
same classmates who dismiss her as mentally challenged, because she cannot 
tell them otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by cerebral palsy. And 
she’s determined to let everyone know it…somehow. 

Running Out of 
Time 

Margaret 
Peterson Haddix 
 
 

Genre: 
Fiction 

 
 
 

A 

Jessie lives with her family in the frontier village of Clifton, Indiana, in 1840 -- or 
so she believes. When diphtheria strikes the village and the children of Clifton 
start dying, Jessie's mother reveals a shocking secret -- it's actually 1996, and 
they are living in a reconstructed village that serves as a tourist site. In the 
world outside, medicine exists that can cure the dread disease, and Jessie's 
mother is sending her on a dangerous mission to bring back help.  
But beyond the walls of Clifton, Jessie discovers a world even more alien and 
threatening than she could have imagined, and soon she finds her own life in 
jeopardy. Can she get help before the children of Clifton, and Jessie herself, run 
out of time? 

Scarlet 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marissa Meyer 
 

Genre: 
ScienceFiction/ 

Fantasy 

I Cinder, the beautiful lunar cyborg mechanic, is back, this time in what initially 
appears to be parallel story lines with Scarlet, the granddaughter of a former 
military pilot turned farmer in the small town of Rieux, France. After her midnight 
fall down the palace steps and her imprisonment, Cinder is a media sensation, 
escaping the New Beijing prison with Captain Carswell Thorne, a handsome if rather 
clueless petty thief. Scarlet, on the other hand, is trying desperately to gain the 
police’s attention. Her grandmother has disappeared and is surely in danger; the 
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officers speculate that the eccentric old woman has wandered off. Only when 
Scarlet meets the violent yet attractive Wolf, an alpha human with animal instincts, 
is she on the trail of her beloved grand-mère, and a trajectory that intersects with 
Cinder’s attempt to save the earth by foiling Lunar Queen Levana’s marriage to 
Emperor Kai. 

 
 
 
 
 

Sold 
 

 
Patricia 

McCormick 
 

Genre: 
Realistic Fiction 

 
 
(Mature 
Themes) 
 

 

 
C 

Lakshmi is a thirteen-year-old girl who lives with her family in a small hut on a 
mountain in Nepal. Though she is desperately poor, her life is full of simple 
pleasures, like playing hopscotch with her best friend from school, and having her 
mother brush her hair by the light of an oil lamp. But when the harsh Himalayan 
monsoons wash away all that remains of the family's crops, Lakshmi's stepfather 
says she must leave home and take a job to support her family.  
He introduces her to a glamorous stranger who tells her she will find her a job as a 
maid in the city. Glad to be able to help, Lakshmi journeys to India and arrives at 
"Happiness House" full of hope. Written in spare and evocative vignettes, this 
powerful novel renders a world that is as unimaginable as it is real, and a girl who 
not only survives but triumphs. 

Tangerine Edward Bloor 
 

Genre: 
Fiction 

I Paul Fisher sees the world from behind glasses so thick he looks like a bug-eyed 
alien. But he’s not so blind that he can’t see there are some very unusual things 
about his family’s new home in Tangerine County, Florida. Where else does a 
sinkhole swallow the local school, fire burn underground for years, and 
lightning strike at the same time every day?  The chaos is compounded by 
constant harassment from his football–star brother, and adjusting to life in 
Tangerine isn’t easy for Paul—until he joins the soccer team at his middle 
school. With the help of his new teammates, Paul begins to discover what lies 
beneath the surface of his strange new hometown. And he also gains the 
courage to face up to some secrets his family has been keeping from him for far 
too long. In Tangerine, it seems, anything is possible. 

Unbroken (YA 
adaptation) 

Laura 
Hillenbrand 

 
Genre: 

Historical 
Fiction 

I On a May afternoon in 1943, an American military plane crashed into the 
Pacific Ocean and disappeared, leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, 
gasoline, and blood. Then, on the ocean surface, a face appeared. It was that of 
a young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was struggling to a life raft 
and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary sagas of 
the Second World War. 

Wonder R.J. Palacio 
 

Genre: 
Fiction 

I August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has 
prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at 
Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—
but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. Wonder 
begins from Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches to include his classmates, 
his sister, her boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge in a portrait 
of one community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance. 
 

Wrinkle in 
Time, A 

Madeline 
L’Engle 

 
Genre: 

Science Fiction 

I It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and 

her mother had come down to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they were upset 

by the arrival of a most disturbing stranger.  

"Wild nights are my glory," the unearthly stranger told them. "I just got caught in a 

downdraft and blown off course. Let me be on my way. Speaking of way, by the 

way, there is such a thing as a tesseract". 

Meg's father had been experimenting with this fifth dimension of time travel when 

he mysteriously disappeared. Now the time has come for Meg, her friend Calvin, and 

Charles Wallace to rescue him. But can they outwit the forces of evil they will 

encounter on their heart-stopping journey through space? 
 



*A = accessible read  I  = intermediate read  C = challenging read 

 
 

 


